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Mr. Wt1llcer moved to refer the btll to the committee on Privi
leges and Eleclious ; lost. 

Mr. Cooke moved 10 nmend hY.stri~ing o~t 11 f .imesto11ct' fro~ 
the 6th Senatortnl District, and ioscrttng tl 10 the Uth Dittnct 1 

rejected. _ , \ . 
'fhe yeas nnd nnys were then cnllcd on passing the b1l to us 

third reodi na, nud were as folto IVS : 
Ye11S: M.fssrs. llrnshcnr, Ourle.!lon, Davis, Gnge, Ori mes, lforl, 

Kinney, MoR.ac, Moffett, Poasc, Phtllips, [>1.>rtis, 'l'ruit and \"nu 
Derlip-l ·t 

Nays: rii.~ssrs. Cooke, Lntiroar, Pnrker1 Rol.ier&aon1 Wllld, 
Walker nod Wallace-7. 

On morion of Mr. D<wis, the Senate ndjnurncd. 

W°RDN&sl>AY, 9 o'clock '-· w., Jnnunry 2, I 50. 

• 

'The S~nn1e wns cnlled to onlcr t,y the Pttaident. Sc1111tors, 
~.sent :-Hessrs. Brashear, Bnrle.•on, Cookt'!, Davia, Onge, 
Gn,rnes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, :i1cR1l(~. Molle1:1 Pnrktr, Peue, 
Pbtlhps, Por1i11, Robertson, 'l'nylnr, 'l'ruit, Vun Dcrlip. Ward, 
W11lker and Wallace. 

Prayer by the Chnplain. 'fho journals of ~stcrdny were 
re11d n11d 11doptcd. 
~r. R.ohertson preasenl~ the petition or Dnuiel Munroe j Oil 

~~Jltl)n of Mr . .Robertson, refcrrt!d 10 the committee on Public 
.... nd~, Without rending. 

l\lr. Wolll\ce, from the commillce on Public Lrmds, to whom 
"r~ referred the peti1io11 of B11rwell J. Thompson (or the heirs l . uhey Lewis, decer1scd, reported n bill for the relief of the 
ierrs ol ~nt_sey Le\vis, dccc:iscd i rend first ticne. 

•hMr. Ph11l1ps, chnirmnn of tho committee on the Judiciney1 to 
l<I om w11s referred n bill lo nnthorize the Governor to employ 
rti:C~tson to J">erfonn the dutiP.s or Attorney Gcnernl, wbenevet 
1'co~ ;:e rnny be vacam, rctnrned the same to 1bc Senate and 

M mended its pnssa,,e. 
ill~/· Philli~, !!om th; same commitlce, 10 whom was re1¥,~a 
Pfelle~~n11o_n instructing onr Senators and requestins oar -
l:i.w r im~es in Con~rcs.'l ro cudenvor to secure the p~ o a 
·rexns;111:_1~1g tho U11ited States Uistrkt Coun for tl;ie Diiitrj of 

0 
U1: held nt more places th11n once, reported · ·t'fie ume 
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Co:otJTTt:t: RooM, January 2, 1850. 
To the Hon. John A. Greer, 

President of tl1e Smale: 
The joint Select committeP., raised under the re90lution passed 

by tho Legisla~ure, .on whom wns .conferred the pow~! of e.~am
ininit the Pcnuentmry and repor1111g upon the q1111hl1cs, kuul.•, 
quan1i1ics, fitn(>ss:, etc., hnve performed tho duty nnd ask to mnke 
the following report: . 

1st. Qunntit1es ot materiols pnrchnst-d for the ercct10~ ~r &he 
Pen1tcnt111ry up to the 30lh Scp10111bcr, 1 HJ i also, qnnnuues re· 
ceived lrom the 30th September to 17th Dcce1u\,cr, 18(9, tLod lbe 
quantities now on bnod. 

Ki...U. Qll4lilies. Cl# Q.-IU, (4uli1J. 1·111u. 
nAau. 

Bricks, 7G9,ilt pr.m. $'7:>0 &:;,ii·.? 17 3()tl,ooo 
Limr, bbl. li.~.t pr. bbl. 2 6-l I tlG'i 99 100 
lrOD, bar lb. pr. lb. ~ i~ 1,ll3d 9IJ 
lrOll lhCel l,'i ll pr. lb. Ii ~5 UH Ml l ,iU 00 
~ail<, lb. 1,1100 fl Ct;; Iii! (JI) uoo 00 
Lumber, fe" ~ •~~ l pr. ftt•. !! l ,Q! t .. 36 000 
Whhe lead k~g~ 19 rr. keg :l 2.1"1 41 ;a 14 
Paim'r'• 01\. c•• to pr.~al. Iii) 3-.! U!l 10 
l.»lng lio, '101. 27 rr. ~x !Im ta:i no :..ti' 
Cu1siou, cu. r, Ht pr. f«t 50 to 7& GO i:O 121 
Brick:s deli vfrfd 
)), SrJ'I. '49. 6'7,000 pr. I'll. 7 00 1:00 00 

Tqtal $ll ,3;?-J ,c 1 

. The commit lee find uron exnminntion, tho prop()Snla published 
1~the ~·inner and the bids filed in the i-uporinteudent's office, lhnt 
1 e bncks were to IJe of certnin dimcnsion<i, viz: 2l, .U by 9 in
ches when moulded, a.nd to be lrnrJ burnt. It wus, "howeTer1 811~1.1l'ntly detcrrnioed by the Commissioners to take '351>00 
~ t ricks for the interior of tho \Val Is at 96 per tltottSlllld. This h ';}"third less thnn the orirrinnl contract with l\tr. Stnmps for 

11 bumt brick!l, nnd fifty ~nls less thnn Mr. Gilfespic's cool:' ~r h:i~d burnt bril·ks measuring 21 nnd 4 by S inchc11; by 
s:0~el"51:;-ht or inndrertcncy in drawingthecontract with Mr. 
•rac~' nltnon2h the Commissioners presumed thr.y were con
lor tng for hrir.ks nt '7 50 els. per thon'!nnd, yet it wns drawn 
in !MlOJnny cnbic inches, rnch brick of2! nnd 4~ by 9 inches be· 
cn~resumc<l to contnin se\'coty-two cubic inchc.'lj bot bf a more 
lllle ~ t c.'\lcul;\tton nnd measurement, it was found to conaun 
~~nrlh1 and one cubic inches. ~rhiserror in compntation i11-
hnn I c. <!ontrnct to nine doltnrs per thonsnnd whiCh gan 
l'eTly'0mnda ~<>00 ruorc thnn he wna entitlt1! to, hnd it been pro-

u erstood. 
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~-" lbe imprdlion bu ROM abl'Dlld tbat a*•• •f'.d for lbe public: weal, and that a wua.fulestray-...-. ...,,red ncry cetnlrac& ofthe Comin~tbeeonmit1ee' 
P*led 10 a~e with the exttption of the aboTe enor the~ 
Inds .eem 10 line been made on as wuonable terms~ pmib1e 
whtm con>parecl with the bidson file, which range between.,ft 
ancllten dolla111 per thouund. 

Q11aliliu, Filtttll anti ff'orlA of Jlot.n.11. 
The bricb ft re not merchantable, l\lld in the estimation oldie 

commiltee three fifths of rheir cOIC would be A full valuarioa.
~ Jfftlfl is"~' but !he morfnr made (rocu i& ii my deleelift 
an adheelwo or cementinJl quftlnies owing to ita ad1aixton Yi' 
too ~real 1 quantity of inferior snnd. Tins is lhe conlilioo oldie 
hundred barrel• oa hand. 1'here is better sand in the riciailJ, 
which whh a paler prop>rtinn of lime would make:m emJllll 
c:oment. •rtao limber used '" Che building is principally of pine 
from the 811frOUnding COUlll ry, ond COllst'qUcnlJy of an ioferior 
quali1y, wlM!re 1he proper allt•nlion is nnt pnid to ill .. ~ 
wh1eh wu cvidonrly 1hc eMC in purchasing it for the Penilelllll
ry. The door framee of &he cclll are of oak, and eeemwell 
ndnpled lo the parpoM. 

TIM °"1er ma&erta1• (Iron, Nalls, clc.,) cnnmeralecl in•• 
ork1nrua ftN IUCh 1U1 are UIUally off'ored fur 111le hy the aleiaollle 
community, hennr, we rate them good .nd fair. 

Uo~ far tlc Poihmllory can 6• 111fd u o pr.'6on fw ~ 
In ita preeoat condition it I. torally nnfi& for the P~ 

of cooyicu. There are ei~hl)'·•ill cells and t~~~ob"'*
iluee lto'J building which " now beinJ surroo...-i f 11blif' 
waJl thnie fert thiCk1 (at present not morellUW OR ueflf' 1@19 
o( enen r.c,) to be rn~ as high as rhe inne~ 1hree.~ tlt 
•h1cb a roof it 10 be placed covering the cntue bu•-.! 
oola. .,.. wiabou& ftoon or locks. &be ~ 

A woodell jail in the ysrd is the ontx .Pl~~ •• 
n..,d l'or ahe M keepini of convicts. 1 hll flt"•hlJ iJr _.., 
ing of ~aen will, wtth the addir~ of a •ti.JS:-&Id-
fall •heft of the ~ry accommoda11ous aacn . 

'°"w~-~e!"..me1in1 ., .... other rortiol! of ~e ::r ;:t: 
1ti1ntion, &baa tha& wh1Cb ii now bein~ railed ''it olfd9 ~ 
fail in the pa~ for which it was deSJgoed, '~ • Jool" • 
fac:ilhy /or warkin,i or 1he hope of ~ill ~~!:d che~•• 
outer wall ii JMirlttted ; without chis wall iu..-
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barrier everv thing must be done immediately nodcr the ey~ of 
guards, whose services will overbnlnnce the lnbor of the convicts. 

lVhat amount of momy will be rrquirccl to complete the Pen-
illritiary Hou~ aud trolls ut·erally ,cit!& the materUll4 
on l1a1id. 
It is cstimnted wilh the mnterial on hnnil thnt $1 ,200 \\'ill 

complete the bnil<ling now in pro~rcss, including nm!lonry nnd 
'll'ood·work

1 
nnd thnt the ndditionnl sum of $211 8! will be 

ample to put on the tiu roof. totnl $1,4·1 l S7. 'The csumnte for 
building, icupcrinteodents, store housennd hospital, to he included 
in the Slime buildin!!' (five rooms on the lower and live on \he 
upper floor) is ns follows : 

Cubic Feet of Masonry, 18,242 
Number of Brick, 310,0SO 
Cost nt $7 per lhousnnd, e2, 170 56 
Lime, 1,032 00 
Mnson Worlc, t;20 OU 
Attendauce, 300 00 
Saud etc., 100 00 
I.umber, Cnrpent(;r's y,•orlc nnd Plnslering, 2,000 00 
Mi1cellnnco11s itoNs, 500 00 
Officer's 10oms over wngon way into the yard, 1,000 00 

Totnl1 $8,i22 :>G 
St.To complete tho nbovo building it will be ne<:C$84ry for tl e 
bole I~ purch~ 310,080 bricks, 300 barrels of lime nnd 13 

xea tm, at n cosl of 83,319 56. 
If the · · f con~m11tac 1s to undC'rstnnd by the enqniry ''whnt runount 

~d'°11~f.,~lll l?e required to complete the Penitentinry House 
lh wa 1 .ns. l1ud do\vn in the plnn nccompnnying the report of 
ct!~m~1ss1oners lo the present l..ci?islntnrc, it will mnterially 
rnit~ t e above cstimnle, the only datl\ upon which the com
live can properly bnse an estimnte, is to compare the prospec
not PQr~ofthe J>lnn wilh that nlready far nd,nnccd, whieh does 
•ille: mce.more thnn one sixth of the work ond moterinls thnt 
the Ptese req''t;n:d !O c~mpl~te tho bnildi11g. Hence, as \he cost or 
oOlhl . nt u~ldtng 15 est11nl\ted al $2U,067 931 it is not unreas• 
the e:t' inelndmg un fore9een cnntin~enciett, to estimate lhe coat of snpen;:" ~Inn ,01 $120,000. If the cost of the present building, 
ed, it is en ent 8 house and nrcompanying rooms is only ttqnir
ing the t'~,790 49. 1f those buildings and the wall surround· 

Rrea of three hundred feet squnre 842,339 00. 
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71M lri•lfl iltul f"aliliu of • .,,,..,.. 
. D will be h~~ry for the Slnle lo purchase for the~ 

liOD.of 1be Penlteollllry M:cording 10 the plao aubmilled loik 
~11wc, to cotnpleio 1ho woll around the area of lhree hua· 
dred feel sc111nrc1 it will rc:ct.nire about I 000 000 bricks· fonalli 
around cclt., nnd thl\l winch is to for~ the front of ~ork sbaiia 
next tbc YArd 300,000 brick; the two nddi1ionnl ro\\'3 of cells 
•ill otso rcqurc nbout 250,000 more, totnl number required l,&M-
000, nt 1 per thousand, $10, 50; 1200 barrels oflime, at~ 
rwr harre~J!_lcludiug freight, 8. soo i 701000 feet o( lurubertl · 
700; 201uw lbs. iron St;..>tJO; tiU boxes 1111, nt $9 per box~~. 

Tho 111ls hud on the hnilding 10 form the top of the third scory 
of cell• 1nd1cntc:1 cvid1~111 1dz11s of dccny, nnd, in the opinion cf 
the commitl.Ctli ahould ho shchcrrd ns soon as prllciicable. The 
limber ui 1!10 :r.nrd should l;c 11 ed immcduuely in the comlnle· 
lion of ilho bu aiding, or protected frorr. tbe weather. 

IVAfoA u tire rlieape.tl mrari11g, metal, 1rood or •1111• far tA1 
J>e11i1c11tiC1ry, a11d tlic C()..tl nf each material. 

Tho r'A>mtuissloucnJ dec111ing 1in tho cheapest co~erin~ ban 
parchftsea hrenly·sefctl box~, which it is 1hought w11l l'llh the 
thi nMn llddiuoMI boxes ordored, be soJHcient to C-OYer lhe P"' 
11enl bmldln,sr IUlcl auperinlAn,l;,nt's honse. It i5 csri~ted "::: 
dn roor •ell painled will last fifty ye11r1, the cost oflln •!1i1 lllCI 
in1t is esti111Atcd ot 1,600; "'ood will be q11i1e as expen~ire, will 
will oot lut more than twel Ye yean; 11la1e, ioclucliog f~, 
be vel)' expensive and is thought not to nnswerso well:.~ 
l>096 M tin. Had the Commissioners adhered 10 the ~ 
and contracts for hnrd burnt brick, wilbout regard 10 lhe ~.: ... 
of coolraclors1 the building would havc. lieen ~~~moredi
ble to the St11te and the esct1pc of convicts ren(JlmlU 1111 
difficull. . _.. 

To lel& &he ttreoJ(tb of the walls one of the commi: 1 lillf 
coaunoa poek• knile, tbe blode of which isabo011

1f0iJoror.D" 
j19Ches ia *&'h• &oak from a portion of th• "~ IO belieft 
hrick in a '9W minut•, wbicb indnced thecomm~tee~ 
in a Yflry short lime wirh 1he same in5trurneot a h :-.. 'fbia 
large for 1 man Ao pn.911 through might haf ~ war eeJll, W 
uperiment wum.d9onthe partition wallo I 

0 tislltd.-i 
breaking •hkh lt .. prilooeJ' would no& h•Y~ acCOfllP ea .,;cai ibl 
bec4uJe surrounded by the lattice of iro~ 1.01erw.,c:;111.-..
brick a1id mort.r in &he outer wnlls -:h1ch ~ will 0oe, ._.. 
'l'ho outer w•ll• ol tbe llGOOO and &bard ...,._ 
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resent the same bnniers nnd consequently could be pierced 
~v::r; lbe same facility as lhe pnrtitioo wnl I of lhe _lower _cc~ls. • 

'l'he doors of the cells are composed o( a lntuce of iron bit.rs 
rireteci'nt each crossiop; oflhe bnrs, apparently. ve~y ~u~e~y an! 
attached to irou bnrs, which passes eight or !1mo 111c 1es uv~wee 
the brick walls and facings of the door1 to ~·luch th_ey are ~llnched 
byspikes

1 
lhence passi11g_ nt riaht nn~I~ eighteen mcbcs.111to the 

walls so as to forbid the ulenof wrenching them from thCir fostell· 
inJ?S without considcral.ile dill1cully. 

\he removal of the bricks ncn: the ~1i11gcs \Von~~ he a.tt!nded 
wit~ much labor owina to the lutl1ce of iron l>nrs. l he dathculty 
in the upper stories, ~1 tho nbsenc~ of the lattice of irou bn.ts 
would be trifling, when compared wtth the lower. 'l'hc commit· 
tee believe it would be prudenL at present only to complotosoine 
fifteen or l\Vcnly of the cells, us it 1s prl!~\11t1ablc a greater n~m· 
her will oot be in requis ition during- lhe next ~even or eight 
months. At the end of this time the convicts co.n completo th\lm, 
u they may be needed, which will not only l.io n snvinJ.r of money 
to the State, but in pnrt c:myiog oul the ori~iunl ir1tcntion of the 
Le!!islnture. 

But one cell is complete, which \vns intended it is prcs\lmed ns 
a. specimen i iu constn1cting tho floor of thi,., tho ground wns le
velled npon which one loyer of brick \Vt1s plncctl nnd sn11d thrown 
upon thern lo flll tho inlermedinte spaces, n.s is us ual ·n r11wlng 
slreetsj this modo of flooring i!;l nnsafe ns the hricl<s nro too cnsily 
removed. lt would bu much the safer way lo pttt two or 1luee 
lnye~ or brick, pouring a sufficicllCy of C\\IUClll 10 Oil the inter
onediate S(>ilCCS of CDCh layur1 which will 1111pnrt a solidity to the 

oor1 ns moisture is its clement ; whereas , mor1ar of liuia requires 
~dry position to ~ive ittbe desired Jirmne~s. 'rhis focl was fully 
/monstrnted to the committee iu the removal of bricks under the 
b ~way, to o.scertnin if iron bnrs hnd hoen interwavon with the 
.kck nnd mortar below thesarfuce of the ground as wcllns abov~. 

1 
• re lb~ mortar hnd absorbed n !lulJiciency of wfltcr, (although 

~IS port1011 o( the wnll \Vns laid dnrinrr last summer) to render it 
11 ~st as soft ns when the brickswere

0

1aid in it. 
w 'I he cc.mem would 001 on.l ~ render the flooring ns strong ns the 
l alt, but possesses the add111onnl ndvantage of prechiding mois· 
~]~· I~ wil_l also be ntlvisable lo cement 1ho walls of the lower 
bea~11ns it will precl11<l6 dnmpness, which will be conducive to the ,J 1 of tbe con~icts. . . 
lion h;mever the. mterest of the rnstttulion demands lbc comple· 
lnr 0 the cells 111 th~ seeond nud ~hi rd stories, we deem it neces· 

Y for the ufe keeping of the pnsoners, tbnt tho in net sides o~ 
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1becellalhonld be lined with Jl6od heertoelr tongued and 
eo_1u IO preclude auy 1n&erined!1ling wilh lbe walls. T~ 
1111uee would surgesc lhe propriety or laying the foundation ofrhe 
balance of lhe walls, to estend aboul two feet aboye the gto11114· 
cemenr, ~ it i.s much betr~r ndnpted to this purpose than lime. ~ 
l'C!Y rend1l y assumes the tirmnc"s of the ~l brick, u it is so lea· 
a~1~u~ lhal the [tftrts ca1111ot be drtachf'd wi1hont great difticulty. 
:1 h11 Is not the chnractcr of lime, which driu slowly and is_. 
Je<:I lo he wenkcncd 1'y C\'ery exposure to wnter. The cemm& 
C04ta but little more than lime, while the additional outlay will 
amply remuncmle the State 111 the additional strength which ii 
will import to tho building. 

11 he \'enctinn frames in front of the building has a happy• 
fttt i11 dispelling the gloom which our idens ore eo apt lo-. 
ciate with this fit rccttptnclc of drgcncrnte man; but while itimpaiu 
a pleasinit Mpcct, il nlTurds to tho friends ol it.s unfortunate ie
m atea lhe e-.111nl pleasing hope ofns 1pttdy ~ope from its• 
fut cells. 'l'hcsc frnm(!S nrc nlJC'ul six hr four feet Yilh •nil 
thrtu feel thick behind them, with the cxccp1ion of a apeeeol 
some two feet s1111nrc, lM'hi11cl which is n coat5c iron gratingplol IO,_ lwelve feet from, nnd me>bt immtdintely in front of the d#n 
()f •he cells. 'J'he lnts uf wood which compose tho blinds eonld 
be aaaily and 1ile111ly rem<1\•ed with a kmfe, whid1 would Oflll!l • 
easy comaiunic:a1io11 for tlau conveynnco nftools 1hrongh the~ 
10 the prim11ert, without extraordinnry virciloncc on the pert_af..,. 
~ards. h is evident that th~ present l111ildi11,r, although~,_. 
Hnts to the srectator a qiecimen of ueat work!1lllnsh'Pi 11 '°° 
wonk upon claac Jinapeclion lo cnrry wi1h it the idea J ,_ .. 
turity, unless n1teudoo by a strontt and vi1dlai!t ~nard. dlilr 

We are nol unnpprized of the foci thnt conv1~ts are a~
..caping from continrment 0111 of 1lie vnrious pnso~ of trecte4 ~ 
many o( them much stronger than 1hal now bean~. ill lie. 
Huncawille, nnd Jou!Jtlc:ss guarded as vi~l!in•lr (i ; ~-

•ru aecureat building is thnt which o1f~rs t.1e ew Pl4111 
menca for escape. for the moment " wcnk point P~0" ill• .,a 
only the ingenui1y of the i11mntcs1 but that ~f their ~t 101Jiti 
fritmds i1 tnxed to ils ullcm>OSl1 to render at subsetTlf!ll r ori-« 
end9, nod how walchfol llOeYCr tbc gaard1 m11v be,~
their viJilanat will be eluded ; in proportion .10 the ard& 
the walls, .is the nete.at y of employinlf_ lidd!uonal 1'1 heel~ 

.A pnrl o( the land bclo11gi1ur to the Pt>1111e1_11111ry t-; iC ,~J.ei
of its timber 10 aid in ill construction, which reob ~rs the Co
to that inatitnlion; it ia 1hdrefore recommend~..11 a_ .,..i ~ 
lioners be empowm!d to sell it to the best aufaD-e-
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with the proceeds such 14r:id as may bo uscfnl in supplying tim-
ber for it'I future construction. . . 

It is desired that some less cxnensive mode of conveying r~·~· 
ooers to the Penitentiary should be adopted 1~1nn that . by shenfls 
and guards. The conveyance of those conv1c1s now m confiue
meot has been at an nvernge expense of se\'c.nly·thrcc <lollarsj a 
cheaper and better mode would be for the sheriff of n county hnv
iog a convict to notify the . supcrintcndnn t .of the f~c1, nnd he be 
authorized upon tlae reception of such notice to c11sp:11ch n por· 
tion of tht' guards to escort the prii-onN to his dr!.tiuntion. 'l'ho 
~ards will be provided with a bnll nnd chain nnd other meau, of 
confinement to prevent escnpe. 'J'his mode of conveyn1;ce has 
been adopted in the other States nnd found not only to work \\·ell, 
butacou$idernble saving- 10 the rc<;pecth·c in titntions. 

The C:ommissionen; cntcrtnin the opinion lhnt n law should Le 
paaed authorizing the convicb to work nt ~uch trades l\S will be 
most profitable lo the Stnle. It is stuled, with this privilf'ge, that 
when thirty nre received the institution will rnpport itself.~ 1'he 
commiuee, however, is stronglr impressed wi1h the belief that lhe 
la~r of convicts should not lie bro11t:lit dirc·ctly in competition 
11'.'~ the honest industry o{ the co11111ry. It hus n tendency to 
diminish priers, which is the sole 1nccn1h•c to i11d11stry nnd de
l!'de .the mechanical operations of e\•cry portiou of the commn
n1ty w11h wliich iL conflicts. The h islOT}' of llll.l pnst clearly de
j>°oslrntcs lhnt trndes of evNy dcscliption lingrrs i11 obt:curity aa 
ong as tho occnpnfion is considered degrading. Jt wlUI suggested 

10 the commillee while nt the Peni1en1inry, th11t tho Stoic i;hould 
sebcnd1 ~rms to it, for its protec:tion if the convicts E>hould bcromo 
re hous. 

-
I . W. BRASHEAR, 
JOHN SEH~A, 
WILLIAll E. CRUMP of 

Austin C<>unty. 

CCl~he nn~ersigued dat;s not subi;~ribe to the iden thnt convicts 
llS ens1I )'escape as 1s set forth m the forc>goinir report. 

I. W. IlRASUEAR. 
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Mr. Peue mai:ie the following report : 
Corot t'rTEY. RooM, J1111oary 2 1850 

To the Honorable Jun!'f A. Gat:£R, ' · 

~ Pruitlc11t of the &natt, and 
Hon. C. G. K•:R:oN, 

, • . ':\'peal.-u of. tJw J/a11st1 of R'prumtotiru: 
'I he Joint lcct comm1Uec, 10 "'hom wns referred tht' llelDD' 

nnl of Levi Jon , on the suUjcct of n R1uJ.Hood from 808)8 

point on tho lhy of Mnrng-orc.ln to ~uch point on the Rio Grande 
uear m Pnso de! Norlo ns m:iy be found mo t clij?ible for lbe 
con trnctfon of n contmnou mil-wn)' to the Pacific Oceen, llor 
near 11 I >ir.tto, hn\'O hnd the nrnc 1111llcr consldcmtion. 

1'ho ad\•tuHngcs 1hn1 would nee rue 10 our Stale from the Ctll· 
11ruction of uch n rond, 11111 l be nrrnrcnt 10 every one. ,,. 
committee bch rn lite work prnpo•cd to Lie perfectly practieaYti 
a11J thnt very 11Hl11cc111e11t hnuld he offi•red fc1r indiridual capi· 
1nl nnd enlctJtrt 10 1111dertnk nmJ nccompli It it. The 'memo
rinll 1 hc1ts 110 pe~1111inrv ni1l frmn tho S111tc1 n11d nsks f'rolrias 
no <Clclu 1vc priv1t gc . I le 11nplr wi hl'S nn net of in~orpora· 
tton, w th th 11 uni powen1 confi·rrcd on similnr compauies i ad 
the comm11t c n pcre h·c no objection to grnnting the P'*J9 
o( tho mcmodnh I, 

']'hoy rm Ill llcrcwith nn net to c tnlttish the J.n ~lie am 
J.;1 1'.:1 o Riul.wi1y f'omrony which hM been drn'"'" 111'!_'!1~ 
dnuce with the wi h "f the mcmorinli 1, nnd they~ 
11 to the fnvoroblc con idcrntion of the two Houses of the ligiS-
lnturc. B. \f. PE.~SE, 

Clwirma11 1 Oil lh.1 part of the
8
&nEti n. P. , 

Ch.nio>t{Wi m1 tl1t l'art of tltt 11°(;'
A liill to cstnbli h the Ln 'nUc nud El Paso llntl·WDY 

pany i renif first time. nod At-
:Mr. Coc)ke, chnirmnn of the commillef' on Chums 

counts, mndc rho foltowin!? report : 2 1850· 
"o)li\ll 'l"n:E Roo)I, January ' 

To lhe lion. John A. flrc r, 
Prelitlcril ef tlte Sc11ntc: d under COi· 

The cominiuee on Olnims nnt.1 1\ccounts hove .113 C. the al· 
~Jcrntion the petition of Fernando De l.eon r-k'"l :~ 111 die 
lownuce of nn nccount for property tnkeu or t e · 
Tcxnn Go\·crnmcnt. . . n is here.rith 

'l'ho written C\·idcncc referred with 1hc. pellllTI e coinmilltC 
returned 10 the Sc11n1e for their considcrouon .. OJO~f foll,_. 
hrn·e hnd before them severnl persons whose tcsll 



tains the docnmrutnry evidence thnl ~ell. Rusk, co1~mn11di11g 
ihe 'l'exian troop«, in 1836, took po Cl> 1011 o( Do LCou S rnncho, 
together wilh nil the stock ; thnt Oc Leon surr~udercd tho stock 
for the use of the nnny, and that Lhc nrmy subs1:;tcd on tho cattle 
for a tong time. It, nlso, nppear , thnt JJo Leon was sent oft" lo 
New Orlenns nnd that l.Jy the order of the comm1111d111g- C1encrnl 
lhe stock thn: wns not used. wa~ drinm otT c:nst of the <.;olorado 
river to provent h from lulling into the hnnd of the cuem)'· 

The uacl nmount of stock nctunlly u cd Ii;• the nnny d 
not fully npJ'('nr. 1'he cvitle11ce is sufficient IQ show thnl the 
amount used nnd drh·cn off' by tha Cllmrn1111d of Gun. Ru k would 
probably escccd the nmonot chnrge<l. Yonr commilt are sa1il-, 
6ed that no portion of it wns evt•r recovered b}' J>e Leon, aud 
that, in justice nnd criuity, the Govcrnm nt ought to respond 10 
the party for the nmonnl they nctunlly took in churge, when they 
took po~ion of his rnncho: and plnccJ a comrnny there in 
charge of the property. 'l'be clnim bas been stnndiug some 
foi;rteen years, wnho\1t nccum11lnting intcreF-t1 nnd in the mean. 
ume the p:tny has been rc<luccd 10 poverty by the loss of tns 
properly. lo view of these fncls, n mnjority of your connmuee 
have instructed me to report n uill a11thnr1z1ng the <;om?troller 
to audit the claim for f:tock, that tlie snmc mny stn11d n.s on ac. 
~~ow!edged dubt against the Stall', thnt accrued under the late 
&M:pubhc of Texus. The clntm fnr goodi1 tnlcen lrorn Hnnnnh 
Ehzabeth hn~ not been cstnblbhcd by proof sufficiently sruisfne· 
tory lo lb~ minds of your committee to justify 1licm in rocom
~ndang lls npprovol. Time mny disclose more focts, rclutive to 

th~ m1o~tcr, and the present bill is reported, without prejudice to 
1s c nun. 

WILDS I{. COOKE, Chairman. 
De \bill requiring the Comptroller to nudit the clnim of Fernando 
Te ~n for cattle, horses nnd mnlC'S fnmishcd the army of 

Mas in the ycnrs 1835 and 1 3G; rend first time. 
Cl . r. Robertson, chnirmnn of the commiuee on Private Lnnd 

aum, lllQdo the following report : 

71 Comt1TTEE Roo~, January 2, 18~. 
o;he llonorable Pruidem of the &1ate : 

&bil~rocohemitt~ on Privat~ Lnnd Claims, 10 whom wu refen'811 
llnder rt . reh~f of Waahtojrton H. Secrest, hue had the 1ame 
ia one ~~nsiderat1on, ar:id would respectfully report that tbia et• 
llr. See· J'll'cuhar meri_t-the records of the country •bow tbal 
or tbe B:' w~s an a~uve and efficient particiP.Qtor in the 11~ 

public of Texaa from the earliut dawn of ber "'~ 



don for independence till its final consummation · and the parol 
rroor addttcl'<l before the committee estRbhsh the Intl: he rierc 
formed deed, of chivnl rous dnring on more thnn one battle.field. 
du~tn~ the darkC!t hours of th111 struggle, and that he has ~ 
mnincd_ m the_ countr~ up lo th~ pre.sent lime nnd performed all 
tho 1fot1cs required of tum ns n c11izen; he, io obedience 10 law 
applic·d to the bonrd of l.nnJ Goinm1.,5ioners1 mn.de the required 
proof. nnd obtnincd his curt1tica10 for his heod·right leogue o( 
lnr1d ; nm.I the trnvcltin(! bonrJ of Lnnd Commissioners sub..<e
r1uently 1'ppointcd b}• ihe <Jougress of the Rcp11blic; from so~ 
cn11s111 foiled lo recommend his cerlificnte for pate111,in which ton· 
diuon the nrntlcr wns le!'\ 11n1il the nnncxnrion of Texas. The 
committl'e h;n-n cxn111it1cd the c::on:;1it111ionnl question, 1111d be
lieve thnt tho l..<1,gisloturc h::wc tltn u1u·estricted right togriotcer. 
llftcntts1 Wll<'llC~Or the r1etitiot1et pr<•SCntS ft tneritOMOllS claim 
If tllcrn i" nny cnso in wluch thu J .c

7
1,islat11rc should gront relief, 

am rel~· this is such. 'l'hc services o the petitioner were kaowu 
to mnuy m1n11hc:rs of tho Sc11nlc1 nntl hns bt!coine n p~rt .of the 
hi•tory of tho con111ry. 'l'hc survr.yor, in whose hnuds h~s. cer· 
11fir11fft wns plnced, wn" killed hy the Jndin11s; un.i. the petmooer 
httd no knowlt.Jgc, nor could he h:ivc presumed thnt the lrave!· 
in,2 honrd ot' I .nnd (;01mmssio11crs wotlld fail Lo recommend bH 
certilicnte. Two of the board nnd the two whl) acted ujlOU 
elrum!I, we~ cnptninci in the nrmy with him; nnd Capt. llillingslr 
scrvoo wflh the pt?litionct d11ru1n Ill~ greater pnrl of tb~'ll'ftT.
Consi!.li:rin"' thc~c fitctci, n majority or tho commillee have 10structd 
ed me to r:port the bill rt>fcrrl!d to them back to 1be Seuote en 
recommend tis pnssnge. 

J. B. ROBERTSON, Chairman 

~fr. Robertson. from 1l1c Sl\lll6 commi1tee1 to whom we~.ie~ 
forred n hill for the r1!1icr of the hL1i rs of G~rg.e w. r~c~· 
joint resolution for the rclit>f of lhe heirs of \V 11l1arn A oc rted 
aud a joint resolution for the relief of lleujnmin ~'. Frydre[;,,. 
the s.'\me back to the Senntc:, without amendment~, all 
mended lhet t pns$i.lle. . \\f!IS ,efet· 

Mr. Rohertson1 from tho snme comm11tet\ to "'.110~ tmtb0ri1' 
red the retition of Wifov Mnr.ihnll, reported " b~I ~ office to 
and require the Cornmi~ioner (If the General an land· read 
i!1$t1e n certificate to Wiley l\farshnll for 320 acres of ' 
fi 1"9l ti~. lie: J,and.1. to 

Mr. Latimer1 chairman of the committee on.Pub JobP Balclli 
whom WM referred a jflint resoh1tion for the rel.'e~f rool qu~ 
rePortCd that the resolution involved a consutu 0 
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upon which the committee w~re u~nble to ngrcP, nnd rcturnM 
the same to the Senate for their n~t1on. 

Mr. Van Uerlip imrodnced a bill supplcmcn.tnry .to an act de· 
Jining the dntif's of District A~torncys; ru11~l first time. . 

&Ir. Walker introduced a bill to o.mhorize ~nd require the 
Commissioner of the Genernl Land Office to IS!IU~ patents for 
land on surveys made in Pete.rs' colony; .read first ll~1c. 

tilr. Phillips introduced n bill to authorize Mrs. Jnhn Str\lll~n 
to take the g11nrdianship of William Ewi11g St11nto111 nn~ a ball 
10 authorize the withdrnwal, from the General Land Olhcei of 
deeds issued on paper of the sP.cond seal ; which were rezui lirst 
time. 

Mr. Robertson made the following report: 
Oo111ait'rTr·:r:: RooM , Jrmunry 2, IS~O. 

To the Honorable President of tlio Semite: 
The commit'ee of conference, on the ntnendmcnt offered br 

the Senate, and refused by tho Housu, to n joint resolution pro· 
viding for the mllluul surrender of person!! therein 111c11tioned 
by the Governments of lhe Unilcd States nnd Mexico,. hM c met, 
and nfter doe cirnmination nnd free coufcrence, hn\'C in tmctcd 
us to recommend that lhe House concur in the nmc111.lmcnl of 
lhe Senntt. Ali of which is respectfully !.OhmittetJ. 

J. D. llOBEHTSO'.'i, 
Chafrman1 01i t/1c part of lite Nrnnle. 

JI. P. BE~, 
. {)/1airma11, on lite varl of tlte Ilous1. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the reporl wos lnid on the to.l>lc. 

ORDERS Oli' 1'llE DAY. 
c'tiOn motion or Mr. Portis, a joint resolution for the relief of the 
1 
;;ns of !asper county was taken up and rend. 

lOtl r .. Portis offered the fo ' lowing amendment: Insert in the 
1 hne after the word 11 fifty" the following: "except tbe 10 per 

~~~t ;:erv_ed. by the r.onstitution for educntionnl pu rpo_ses which 
'I'h paid 1~to the State Treasury ns heretofore"; adopteq.. 
y e ~esolution was then eassed hy l~e followin(! VO!t': 

Mo!Jiens · Mess~s. Burleson, Cooke, Dnv1s, Gni?e, Kinney Mc.Rne 
Wnii:~,e~~~~r, Phillips, Porti'l, •roylor, Tniir, Van D~rlip and 
~6'·ii: M~rs. Grimes, Hart, Lntimer nnd Pease-4. 

tlrnse 
1 

1 
1.0 ~utet the land tifles, in c~rtain portions of 1'exns, Qf 

tiers, 0~ ~n:img l~~ds under titles issued to colonists, actual set.£ 
cloaiag th:d:~t c1t1zens before tho tiCt of the tale consultation 

utnd Office in November, 1835, under t c~mt~ 
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tion laws of the Govc!nmcnt of M_e.xico and tbe State of Coahoila 
nnd Tcxu~, n.~ hec11.l-r1gh1s of famthcs nod to single men when 
the title t sued tor. 0110 lcng~c nod labor of land or less i 'react. 

Mr. Wnllnc;c ollered the lollowing amendment: 
1st Sec., strike out all ofter " for'' Ill tho 4th line. ana insert 

11 one ll'nguennd lohor of lnnd or Jes. issued to colontsrs,actoal 6't· 
tiers nnd resident citizem ns he11d-nghts to heads of families and 
srngle men, ln nccordnnco wirh the provi5ions of the caloniza. 
tion laws of 100 Government of Mexico or the Slate of Ccahuila 
nod 'I'eJ<ns beforo tho net of rhe hue consullntion in ~ovember. 
183.3, closing the Lnnd Olfice!' · 

011 motion of Mr. Robcmon1 the Scnnte n<ljourned until 3 
o'clock, i.>. M. 

TllREE O'CLOCK, P. M· 

The Seunte wns cnllcd to Mdcr- qnorum pres~ut. 
The ~ueeuon hoforc thci &male wns rhc adoption of the amecd. 

n1011t otlt:rcd hy Mr. Wnllncc. . , 
Mr. l'nrkcr 111ovt..'<1 to lny the b11l 1111d 11mc11<lmen1 on 1he tabk 

and nmk11 it the ~pcci11l ordor of lhc tlny /or to-r'rlorrow. 
On motion of Mr. Pense, n coll nr 1ho Hcmue wos had i lhe 

Sennlo being ful 11 the cnll wn11 rmspcndeil. 
The ~·ens and ml}' were culled on ln~·i ug the bill oo lhe tabl~ 

and •lood ns fol lows : . of 
Yr.ns: ~lessrs. Brn!ihcnr, Btult.son, Cooke, lhtrt, Lat1me~, M · 

felt, Parker, \'un Dcrlip, Wnlkcr nnd Wnllnce-10. Ra Pen&> 
Nnrs: Messrs. OM·is, f~n~t>, Gr1m1:s, J(inocy, Mc ~12 . iosi'. 

Ph1llip~1 Portis, Rol>cr1sou, Tnylor, Trurt nnd Ward- dmeDI ' 
1'he que.!'tion then recurrc(J on Mr. \Vullnce's nmeo ' 

the y<'as nnd nnys were ns follows : tll'ci Wali· 
Yens : l\lcssr:i. Hnrt, Lntimer, Motrcu, Robertson, W ' 

er and Wnllacc-i. l)avis, ~ 
Nars :-Messt!'. Brnshcar, Durle5on, C'.~ke, p iis Taylor, 

Grimes, Kinner. McRne, Ptuke.r, Pe11se, Ph llhps, or ' 
Truit and ron Derlip-15; TCJCCICl.L Strike Olll the 

Mr. Pease offered the followin~ amendmen!: ef the.firstse<· 
words 11 closing the und Office" in tbe 6th ho~ bcl\Ved 1i. 
tion, and insut in the ;51h line of ~h~ S<"llDe. sc~ur:uowiDglt1 tlie 
word 11 11ic1• and 1hc word "11ct1 , immediate Y 
words "cloRing the Land Offic~ by th~ 11

; a~opl~~ foJlo\Vinf 8' 
Mr. V1m Derlip offered 10 amend by 1nserung 

an ndditional section : · in tbiS-' 
"Sec. 5th. Be ilfttrt/tg. ~narteO_, 'F~11t ooihin~noforillioD 

contained ahall be construed as a leg1slat1ve espress 



361 

fi inst grants of n gre11ter amount than one \e41sr110 onJ 
i°';,r f:and ond to make 5th section the Gth" j odopted. . 1 .:r 0 R.ober~tAAn offered the followio.g nmcntlmcnt1 _lo eo~ 111 

11 th; end of the 1st section: 11 snvrng and exeeptmg all WI 
fraudulently issued or obtnined "i upon winch the yeas nod 
oars wero cnUed, :rnd ~tood thus : . 
tea~: Messrs. Cooke, tfort1 Lnt11nc1, i\tofli 111 P:trkcr1 llobert· 

son Wnrd, Walker aod Wallncc-9. •• 
~llf.I: Mes~rs. Brashear, Burleson, Davis, Gol?P1 Grlin.c 1 l\10-

ner, McRae, Pease, Phillips, Portis, Taylor, 'l'rnn and \'an U r-
lip-13; rejected. . . 

Mr. Wallace o[crcd the following p~oviso to _tho l. t r;cc~1~n.: 
'' Providttl that no title which was 1llcynl or rn ,·nhtl «1b 011110 
shal be confirmed by this nct 11

; 11pon wliich the yea and nnys 
were cnlled, 1tt1tl were ns follows : 

Yeas: Ml)SSr!:. Cooke, llnrt, Lntimer, Moffi•U, Pnrkcr, Robert· 
sou1 Wnrd. Walker nnd Wnll tlcc-0. 

Nays : Messrs. Broshe.'\T, Bnrlcc;on, D;ivi!'I, Gage, (;rimetl, J\Jn. 
ney, McRne, l1casc, Phillips, Porti,, 'fnylor, 'l'rnit and \"nu I r
lip-13; rejected. 

Mr. Pt!Me moved the prc\•io11s qnl''lli1in; lost . 
. Mr. Wnlker olfcred to nmcntl by ndJing the following ntld1· 
honal section : 
~· - "That nothin~ ltcrcrn comnincd shn\I render legal nml 

Y01hd 11oy such cloims toc11tcd om of the li111i1s of the r.olouics 
~'which the coloni,l, sclllcr, or citizen rcsitlcJ, when he olitnin
i:u the grant " ; rejected. 
,
11

Mr .. ~rimes mO\'ed to nmP.nd the first section hy inscrtin$t niter 
nnd LO the 4th line," not cxc•:cding·onc kngne ,nml labor to 

~ch head o_f a family and to sit11?lc mci1 M colonists, acturll set. 

le~ or resident citizens." Slrlkc out n\I after 11 1hir1r•fi \"e11 m 
l 1e 6th line. 
G ~r. \V;ill.nce moved to amend the amt?ndmcnt offered by Mr. lit mr by inserting ofter" family",, nnd to single mnn the qunn-
~o land allowed 10 them" i rejected. 

G. he question then recurred ou the amendment oficrc<l by :'\tr. 
rMmes, which wns adopted. 

tnd ri Robtrlllon o!fered the foll?wing proviso to c.omc in at the 
tdS:at lhe ht section: '' Prov1~cd t~nt nothing herein contaill-
111o._ 1~ so construed ls to rchnqutsh the ththt of the Stole w 

0 .one hend·rt~ht survey lo the i:nme 1,erson" · rejectetL 
Seo~ mot~on of Mr. PhilliJ>", o cnll of the s .. nate w~ had; '"" 
Of the ~og full, tbeqncation was tnken Upon the eDKfOISrDeOI 

y 
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The YCM and llD}'S bein' called on the engrossment ~ .... 
at follows : • 11...., 

Yens: Mes.'lr.c. BrMh r, Burleson Din·is Gnge Grimes x· 
ney, ~le Rn·~. Pnrker, PeilSL', Phillipsi 

1 

Porti,' T11yl~r 'l'ruit ~ 
Yan L>crhp-11. ' 

1 

~nys: McNrs. Cooke, Horr , LAtimcr1 Moifcu, Robertson Ward 
Wnlker nnd Wallncc -a ' 

o tho ~illl wps ord1 red to lie cngr~oo. 
On mouon rit Mr. Ga0 l', the 1no11on to reconsider the rote 

which rl'j clt:'d n lull lo amm1cJ on net emitted nn net to prescnh
th t11no of the l>ic11111ol 111cct111g oft he Lc11islnture oftheS1ateof 
'J' 0 cxns w rnkl'n up. 

'l'h vuns nud 1111}"' wero cullo<l on 1hc r~considernlion of !he 
\"Ole nml 1ood n follows: 

Y a : M r". Cooke, On!!•', l\lolfett, Porker, Pease, .Robtr1 
aon, '1'.1ylor, 1l'1ui1 and Wnrcf ..... H. 

:\ .. y. : M1• rs. Brn~h··nr, B 1tl son, Onnc;, Grimes, 1Jart.K1n 
11ry, l.at itnPr, ~ldlae, Phillip 

1 
Portis, Vnn Derl1p, Wnlker and 

W nllnc ...,,,. 1 ~-
Tho Sl!natc 1efu rd to rccnn itlcr the \"olc. 
A mi: rgo wn r t•ch· d fro111 tlio I l11u e of Represcntauw 

through their 'hicf Otcrl; informing lhc Scnnte thnl 1he HoCSf 
hnd ndoptul I\ re!olu11nn r

1
dcrr111ir to n Select committee of firt. 

cnnsi~1111G of Me: rs. ·1~rue, Brynn, 'V'1lson, W1lhnms11nd~rarr 
lhol poru 11 of the Ciovcrnor1.s nit:"~gc \\ h.ch refers 10 qcu~u~ 
ahc lnnd titlc11 of the $Intl', :1110 rC'}uCSI 11!01 the Senate appoiul• 
like co111111i111xi to net w11h the com111!1tcc of the House. h ·z1ti 

Al o, thnl the House hnd p;i ed 11.joint rcsolu11on out ~:11~ 
the Gc)\·crnor 10 cmplo~· (ou11scl to ri:prrscn_l the .Stnte, . >Ji. 
&he pre CJ1t ton of the ::Suprc111u Courl 10 which ttey 
pend I nil rn! . . 

On motion of ~Ir. P.ukH, the Scut<hl o<ljourned. 

I~ 
'1'nuunA 1, 9 o'clock, 1 .. ''·•January 3, 

,,.-ioll 
I P 5ideol. ~·-Tfle Senn to Wll.'I called to order by I 1e re J)aYil. 61!'• 

present :--.\lr~rs. UmslwM, B11rlt:>OO, Cooke, parkti Pdtl'. 
Grimr_•, lfurt, Kinney, J..:itimcr, McR11e, M_oife;, Derli~ Waii 
J>hillip", Potl1!!1 Rober1so1~, Taylo11 Tn111, aD ~..l 
Wnlk•r nnd Wal lnc<'. teidaf "',e~ 

Prayer hy th.c Chnplain. Tbo journals of yes 
and ncJoptcd. 


